


“We are each other’s harvest; we are each other’s business; 
we are each other’s magnitude and bond.” 

•  GWENDOLYN BROOKS

Dedicated to the memory of these poets whose spirit lives on: 

Ai         

Margaret Walker Alexander

Maya Angelou  

Alvin Aubert

Amiri Baraka

Gwendolyn Brooks

Lucille Clifton

Wanda Coleman 

Jayne Cortez

June Jordan

Raymond Patterson

Lorenzo Thomas   

Sherley Anne Williams

And to Rita Dove, who has sharpened love in the service of myth.

“Fact is, the invention of women under siege 
has been to sharpen love in the service of myth.
If you can’t be free, be a mystery.”

    •  R I TA DOVE

Dedication

Program design by RobertMottDesigns.com
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Special Events & Exhibits

GALLERY OPENING AND RECEPTION • DUKE HALL

Time collapses as Nigerian artist Wole Lagunju merges images from the Victorian era with 
Yoruba Gelede to create intriguing paintings, and pop culture becomes bedfellows with 
archetypal imagery in his kaleidoscopic works. Such genre bending speaks to the notions of 
identity, gender, power, and difference. It also generates conversations about multicultur-
alism, globalization, and transcultural ethos. Meet the artist and view the work during the 
Furious Flower reception at the Duke Hall Gallery on Wednesday, September 24 at 6 p.m. 
The exhibit is ongoing throughout the conference, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FUSION: POETRY VOICED IN CHORAL SONG
FORBES CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Our opening night concert features solos by 
soprano Aurelia Williams and performances 
by the choirs of Morgan State University 
(Eric Conway, director) and James Madison 
University (Jo-Anne van der Vat-Chromy, 
director). In it, composer and pianist Randy 
Klein presents his original music based on 
the poetry of Margaret Walker, Michael 
Harper, and Yusef Komunyakaa. The concert 
takes place on Wednesday, September 24 at 8 p.m.

THE GROWING EXHIBIT • CARRIER LIBRARY

C. B. Claiborne, the Furious Flower photographer, captures the spontaneous, impulsive, 
reflective, and unexpected moments of the 2014 conference on film. Photographs are added 
to the digital exhibit each day, culminating in a conference vignette. This exhibit is ongoing 
throughout the conference.

STANDING AMONG POETS • WARREN HALL TRANSITIONS

Photographic images captured and selected by Lynda Koolish feature Lucille Clifton among 
her poet friends. (These were originally part of an exhibit curated by Joanne Gabbin and 
shown in 2012 at the Reginald F. Lewis Museum in Baltimore.) Other photographs made by 
C. B. Claiborne show the spirit of artistic community that formed during previous Furious 
Flower poetry conferences. The exhibit is ongoing throughout the conference.

BEYOND MOUNTAINS •  FESTIVAL CONFERENCE CENTER LOBBY

Photographs by Melissa Carter, Kaitlin Forehand, Rebekah Hall, Brittany Houhoulis, Rachel 
Lam, Joshua North, and Lindsay Wade: The images are based on Nadine Pinede’s poetry 
chapbook, An Invisible Geography. The participating artists were all students in the fall 2013 
“Performance for the Lens” class taught by JMU Professor of Art, Corinne Diop.
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Special Events & Exhibits
Vendors

FURIOUS FLOWER ART RECEPTION • FESTIVAL’S LISANBY MUSEUM

For the Furious Flower Poetry Conference in 2004, Malaika Favorite was commissioned to 
paint a 24-portrait museum piece to serve as the major attraction, and it is featured here. Fa-
vorite layered the portraits of famous black poets with fragments of their writing and images 
to create, as art historian Maureen Shanahan writes in the International Journal of Art & Design 
Education (June 2010), “an interactive visual-textual body of poets and poetry.” Meet the artist 
and view the Furious Flower Portrait Quilt and related pieces on Friday, September 26 at 
6:30 p.m. This exhibit is ongoing throughout the conference.

LAUREATE’S LUNCHEON • FESTIVAL CONFERENCE CENTER BALLROOM

To honor the poets laureate in attendance at the conference, Furious Flower hosts this special 
luncheon (ticket required) on Friday, September 26 at 12:15 p.m.

POETRY JAM • FESTIVAL CONFERENCE CENTER BALLROOM

Outstanding poets read and perform their work. Dance music is provided by Baltimore’s DJ 
Phaze for the event on Friday, September 26 at 10:30 p.m. (immediately follows the Lifetime 
Achievement awards banquet).

RAVI COLTRANE QUARTET  •  WILSON HALL AUDITORIUM

Praised for his music’s “elusive beauty” (DownBeat), and for 
his “style informed by tradition but not encumbered by it” 
(Philadelphia City Paper), saxophonist Ravi Coltrane brings 
his quartet to JMU for the close of the 2014 Furious Flower 
Poetry Conference on Saturday, September 27 at 8 p.m.

FURIOUS FLOWER CONFERENCE EXHIBIT  •  WARREN HALL TRANSITIONS

The JMU Bookstore offers a special exhibit featuring the books of poets and critics participat-
ing in the conference. In addition, select items from the Furious Flower catalog are on display 
and available for purchase. More than 100 titles are available in this exhibit, which is ongoing 
throughout the conference, beginning Thursday, September 25 (2–6 p.m.) and continuing 
Friday, September 26 (8 a.m.–6 p.m.), and Saturday, September 27 (8 a.m.–6 p.m.). 

ARTIFACTS  • WARREN HALL PATIO

Vendors are on hand throughout the conference with fabrics, clothing, jewelry, perfumes, 
art, and artifacts. In case of rain, the vendor exhibits will be housed in Transitions in 
Warren Hall, approximately 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
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Schedule

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2014

1 – 5 p.m. Registration FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER ,  UPPER  LEVEL

6 – 7:30 p.m. Gallery opening and reception DUKE  HALL  GALLERY

Art of Wole Lagunju

8 p.m. Opening concert FORBES  CENTER  FOR  THE  PERFORMING ARTS

Fusion: Poetry Voiced in Choral Song
(Ticket required.) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  LOBBY

8 – 8:30 a.m. Continental breakfast FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Opening session FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

Documentary: Furious Flower I and II 
Occasion by Joanne Gabbin, Executive Director of Furious Flower Poetry Center, JMU
Welcome by Jonathan Alger, President of James Madison University
Remarks by Jerry Benson, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, JMU

9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Critics’ roundtable FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

The Black Avant-Garde: Formal Poetic Innovation by Black Artists in America
Lauri Ramey (moderator), Aldon Lynn Nielson, Mendi Lewis Obadike, C. S. 
Giscombe, Douglas Kearney, Mark McMorris, giovanni singleton, Tyrone Williams, 
Meta DuEwa Jones

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Lunch on your own

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Special session FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

S.O.S. Calling All Black People: Honoring the Memory of Amiri Baraka 
John H. Bracey, Jr., Sonia Sanchez, James Smethurst; with poetry readings by 
Tony Medina, jessica Care moore, Evie Shockley, Quincy Troupe, Eugene Redmond, 
Haki Madhubuti

4 – 5:15 p.m. Concurrent sessions TAYLOR  HALL

Black Aesthetics ( TAYLOR  302) 

Moderator: Arlette Miller Smith, John Fisher College
Panther Teacher: Sarah Webster Fabio and the Black Arts Movement    

Michael New, Keene State College
Sonia Sanchez: Inviting Ancestors to Chandelier Sound   

Becky Thompson, Simmons College
We Are Cowboys in the Boat of Ra: Sonny Rollins and Ishmael Reed’s Black Cowboy   

Brian Flota, James Madison University
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Schedule

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014  

4 – 5:15 p.m. | Concurrent sessions | ContinUed 

Black Aesthetics ( TAYLOR  302) 

Carrying On: Jayne Cortez, Wanda Coleman, and Amiri Baraka 
M. Nzadi Keita, Ursinus College; Jacqueline Jones LaMon, Adelphi University

Chain-Chain-Change Your Mind: The Rhetorical Successes of the Black Arts Movement
Sarah RudeWalker, Penn State University

Black Poetry = Black Pedagogy? ( TAYLOR  405)

We Poets Too: The Dynamics and Consequence of Rap as an Area of Concentration for the 
MFA in Creative Writing 
Dennis Winston, Howard University

Don’t Deny My Voice: Seeding Poetry and the Poetics of Effective Instruction and Learning 
Jeffrey D. Mack, Albany (GA) State University (moderator); Zanice Bond, 
Tuskeegee University; Deborah Ford, Mississippi Valley State University

Craft Focus: Metaphor ( TAYLOR  305)

Metaphor beyond Hermeneutics in the Book of Isaiah
Valerie Sweeney Prince, Allegheny College

Navigating the Binary and the Redefinition of Blackness 
Hoke (Bro Yao) Glover, Bowie State University

Recapitulation, Prophecy, and Power: Metaphor, Mullen, and Muse Drudge
Monifa A. Love Asante, Bowie State University

In the Tradition ( TAYLOR  309)

Celebrating the 21st Anniversary of a Seminal Anthology of Young Black Writers  
Kimberly A. Collins, Spalding University (moderator); Artress Bethany White, 
Carson-Newman University; Esther Iverem, Washington, D.C.; Tony Medina, 
Howard University; Thomas Sayers Ellis, Lesley University

Poets of Place: Margaret Walker and Brenda Marie Osbey ( TAYLOR  306)

Moderator: Deborah McDowell, University of Virginia 
For Her People: A Tribute to Margaret Walker

Page Laws, Norfolk State University
Summoning Our Saints: The Poetry of Brenda Marie Osbey 

Thadious Davis, University of Pennsylvania; John Wharton Lowe, University of 
Georgia; Reggie Scott Young, University of Louisiana, Lafayette; Malin Pereira, 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte

Poetry of the Black Diaspora: Transgressing Borders ( TAYLOR  402)

The Metic Experience of the Black British Writer: Challenging the Margins 
Malika Booker, London, England; Roger Robinson, London, England; Nick 
Makoha, London, England.
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Schedule

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014  

4 – 5:15 p.m. | Concurrent sessions | ContinUed

Talking Trethewey, Talking Truth, Talking Time ( TAYLOR  400)

Moderator: Opal Moore, Spelman College
Ruthless Memory in Thrall and Native Guard

Keith Leonard, American University
Natasha Trethewey’s Thrall: History, Truth, and Resonance

Annette Debo, Western Carolina University
The Poetics of Time and Place in Natasha Trethewey 

Meta DuEwa Jones, Howard University
History, Memory, and Nostalgia in the Works of Natasha Trethewey 

Nagueyalti Warren, Emory University

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Dinner on your own

8 – 10:30 p.m. Poetry reading WILSON HALL  AUDITORIUM

 Nikki Giovanni, Thomas Sayers Ellis (with saxophonist James 
Brandon Lewis and cello-bassist Luke Stewart), Brenda Marie Osbey, 
Marilyn Nelson, Aracelis Girmay, Afaa Michael Weaver, Patricia 
Smith, Major Jackson

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2014

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  LOBBY

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Continental breakfast TAYLOR  HALL  (307)

8 – 9:15 a.m. Concurrent sessions TAYLOR  HALL

Blues across Borders ( TAYLOR  302)

Moderator: J. Indigo Eriksen, Northern Virginia Community College
The Evolving Imagination in Two Pan-African Poetic Forms 

Anthony Kellman, Georgia Regents University
The Diasporic Crux: The Sculpted Ocean in “Requiem for Aunt May” by Ishion Hutchinson 

and “Griot or Keeper of Begots” by Erica Hunt   
Mildred R. Mickle, Penn State University

The Landscape of Exile in the Poetry of Dennis Brutus and Arthur Nortje  
Stan Galloway, Bridgewater College

Jayne Cortez and Circum-Atlantic Dialogue 
Renee M. Kingan, College of William and Mary

“For a Single, Beautiful Word”: The Construction of Blackness in the Parsley Massacre 
J. Indigo Eriksen, Northern Virginia Community College
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Schedule

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2014  

8 – 9:15 a.m. | Concurrent sessions | ContinUed

The Crucible of Affrilachia ( TAYLOR  400)   
The Affrilachian States of America: Making a Space for Black Regional Poetry   

Keith S. Wilson, Covington, Kentucky 
“Scratch Out a New Picture”: Seven Years of pluck! Magazine 

Mitchell L. H. Douglas (moderator), Indiana University; Phillip B. Williams, 
Washington University, St. Louis; Aziza D. Barnes, New York; Nate Marshall, 
University of Michigan; Ama Codjoe, Bronx, New York

Form as Resistance: Performance and Composition Strategies in the Avant-Garde ( TAYLOR  305)  

Moderator: Hilary Holladay, University of Virginia 
“Who Stole the Soul?”: An Avant-Garde History of the Dark Room Collective  

Keith D. Leonard, American University
“Soundtrack for a Generational Shift”: The Visual Representation of Music in 

Evie Shockley’s The New Black 
Laura E. Vrana, Penn State University

Loud and Queer: Spoken Word Poetics and Sexual Politics   
McKinley Melton, Gettysburg College

Sex as Resistance in the Poetry of Melvin Dixon 
Christopher Rose, Portland Community College

Green Is the New Black ( TAYLOR  404)   
Black and Green and Read All Over: African American Nature Poetics  

Camille T. Dungy, Colorado State University (moderator); Douglas Kearney, 
CalArts; Gregory Pardlo, Columbia University; Kendra Hamilton, Presbyterian 
College

Keeping the Torch Lit ( TAYLOR  402)   
The Furious Flower Poetry Summer Seminars on Lucille Clifton (2009) and 

Sonia Sanchez (2011)
DaMaris Hill, University of Kentucky (moderator); Becky Thompson, Simmons 
College; Antoinette Brim, Capital Community College; Sandra Staton-Taiwo, 
Alabama State University; Patricia Biela, Hampton, Virginia; Colena Corbett, 
University of South Carolina

The Power of Collectives ( TAYLOR  405)   
Carolina African American Writers Collective: A Critical Fellowship  

Lenard D. Moore, University of Mount Olive; L. Teresa Church, Durham, North 
Carolina; Raina J. Leon, St. Mary’s College; Grace C. Ocasio, Charlotte, North 
Carolina

The Watering Hole: A Space that Sustains Black Poetry and Community  
Candace G. Wiley, University of South Carolina; Monifa Lemons, Columbia, 
South Carolina; Remica Bingham-Risher, Old Dominion University; Amoja 
“MoMan” Sumler, University of Arkansas at Little Rock; Jennifer Bartell, 
Coastal Carolina University
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Schedule

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2014  

8 – 9:15 a.m. | Concurrent sessions | ContinUed

Publishing Visionaries ( TAYLOR  306)   
Willow Books and the Future of African American Poetry  

Reginald Flood, Eastern Connecticut State University; Derrick Harriell, Univer-
sity of Mississippi; Randall Horton, University of New Haven; featuring readings 
by Kelly Norman Ellis, Chicago State University; Curtis L. Crisler, Indiana 
University, Perdue University Fort Wayne

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Critics’ roundtable FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

Diaspora Poetry: Black Poetry Crossing, Expanding, and Challenging Borders 
Daryl Cumber Dance (moderator), Kwame Dawes, Brenda Marie Osbey, 
Lorna Goodison

12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Laureate’s luncheon FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

Introduction by Nikki Giovanni, Distinguished Professor of English at Virginia Tech 
Keynote by Rita Dove, Commonwealth Professor at University of Virginia
Closing remarks by Dolores Kendrick, Poet Laureate of the District of Columbia
(By reservation only.)

2:15 – 4:45 p.m. Poetry reading WILSON HALL  AUDITORIUM

 Rita Dove, Frank X Walker, Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie,
 Elizabeth Alexander, Cornelius Eady, Toi Derricotte, 
 Yusef Komunyakaa, Ishmael Reed

6:30 – 7 p.m. Gallery opening and reception L IS ANBY MUSEUM (FEST IVAL)

 Art of Malaika Favorite  

7:30 – 10 p.m. Lifetime Achievement awards gala   FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

 Rita Dove presented by Elizabeth Alexander
 Toi Derricotte presented by Cornelius Eady
 Michael Harper presented by Anthony Walton
 Yusef Komunyakaa presented by Hermine Pinson
 Marilyn Nelson presented by Opal Moore
 Quincy Troupe presented by Keith Gilyard
 Ishmael Reed presented by Mursalata Muhammad

Special performance by members of Tra-Co-Dram and Orchesis Dance 
Ensemble, Bethune-Cookman University (Carla Lester, director)

10:30  p.m. – 1 a.m. Poetry jam FEST IVAL  CONFERENCE  CENTER  BALLROOM

 Mendi Lewis Obadike, Tyehimba Jess, Kamilah Aisha Moon, Dawn 
Lundy Martin, Douglas Kearney, Tennessee Reed, 
Duriel Harris; with music by DJ Phaze
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Schedule

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2014

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Continental breakfast TAYLOR  HALL  (307)

8 – 9:15 a.m. Concurrent sessions TAYLOR  HALL

Archaeologies and Archives: Uncovering the Silenced Voices of Women ( TAYLOR  302)  

Moderator: Patricia Lespinasse, Binghamton University  
“It Is Dangerous to Defy the Gods”: The Poetics and Politics of Silence in Women’s Poetry of 

the Harlem Renaissance 
Michelle J. Pinkard, Tennessee State University

Recognizably (new) Black: Reading Evie Shockley’s “mesostics”
Sequoia Maner, University of Texas at Austin

Archaeologies of Black Women’s Memory: Grace Nichols’s I is a long memoried woman 
and Nagueyalti Warren’s Margaret 
Shirley Toland-Dix, UNCF/Mellon Programs

Beast Inside: The Trope of the Animal in African American Poetry ( TAYLOR  306)

Writing as Metamorphosis in Thylias Moss’s Slave Moth
Jeffery Westover, Boise State University

Everything Is Animal 
Aracelis Girmay, Hampshire College; Rachel Eliza Griffiths, Sarah Lawrence 
College; Kamilah Aisha Moon, Medgar Evers College; Samantha Thornhill, 
Juilliard School

Interrogating the Avant-Garde ( TAYLOR  400)

What Is African American about the Black Avant-Garde?  
Erica Hunt, New York (moderator); Tonya Foster, City University of New York; 
Dawn Lundy Martin, University of Pittsburgh; John Keene, Rutgers University; 
Tyrone Williams, Xavier University; Evie Shockley, Rutgers University

Reimagining Tropes ( TAYLOR  305)

Moderator: Dana Williams, Howard University   
Landscape, Love, and the Likeness of Black Women in the Poetry of Frank X Walker 

Shauna Morgan Kirlew, Howard University
“Shut Your Rhetorics in a Box”: Social Commentary in Gwendolyn Brooks’s The Anniad  

Bryan Duncan, Bridgewater College
“Live in the Along”: Temporal Vocabularies in Gwendolyn Brooks’s Poems of Childhood   

Rachel Conrad, Hampshire College
In between the Sacred and the Violated: Understanding Rita Dove’s Mother Love 

Althea Tait, University of Arizona
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Schedule

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2014

8 – 9:15 a.m. | Concurrent sessions | ContinUed

Technology-Driven Composition ( TAYLOR  402)   
Visual Poetry 

Reginald O. Johns, Hampton, Virginia
Electronic Corpse: The Role of Social Media in Collaborative Poetry-Making 

M. Ayodele Heath, Atlanta, Georgia; Christina Springer, Santa Clara, California; 
Joel Dias-Porter, Atlantic City, New Jersey

Golden Shovel Anthology Honoring Gwendolyn Brooks 
Peter Kahn, Chicago, Illinois; Patricia Smith, College of Staten Island, CUNY 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Critics’ roundtable GRAF TON-STOVALL  THEATRE

Going Too Far: The Queer Poetics Distraction from Issues of Race and Class
Jericho Brown (moderator), Mendi Lewis Obadike, Roger Reeves, L. Lamar 
Wilson

12 – 1:15 p.m. Lunch on your own

12:30 – 5 p.m. Special session for K–12 teachers TAYLOR  HALL  (405)

Presented by University of Virginia’s Center for Liberal Arts
An introductory panel on teaching African American poetry (confers 
professional development credits and requires separate registration, which is 
available on site just before the session convenes).

1:30 – 3 p.m. Open mic GRAF TON-STOVALL  THEATRE

Emcee: Tim Seibles, Old Dominion University
 Special performance by dance students, JMU School of Theatre and Dance 

(Cynthia Thompson, director) 

3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Poetry reading GRAF TON-STOVALL  THEATRE

 Remica Bingham-Risher, Jericho Brown, Camille Dungy, Patricia 
Spears Jones, Samantha Thornhill, A. Van Jordan, Michael Harper

5:45 – 7:45 p.m. Dinner on your own

8 – 10:30 p.m. Conference finale WILSON HALL  AUDITORIUM

 Ravi Coltrane Quartet
(Ticket required.)



1994
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THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FURIOUS FLOWER CONFERENCE

Furious Flower: A Revolution in African American Poetry took place from September 29 
to October 1, 1994 at James Madison University. It was a watershed event in African 
American literature because it was the first conference to focus solely on black poetry. 
National in scope, it attracted four generations of poets, some of whom had begun 
writing in the 1940s. The conference brought together 90 poets, critics, and scholars 

to discuss the development of black poetry from 1960 to 1994. More than 300 registered 
participants came from all over the country, while an additional 2500 from the surrounding 
area attended readings and other events. Dedicated to Gwendolyn Brooks (1917–2000), the 
conference attracted literary notables including Brooks herself, Naomi Long Madgett, Nikki 
Giovanni, Arnold Rampersad, and Haki Madhubuti. 

One participant predicted, “The Furious Flower Poetry Conference will aid current and 
future efforts to understand and appreciate the wide range of significance of African Amer-
ican poetry in American life.” Over the past 20 years, that conference has born impressive 
fruit. Most notably, it inspired the creation of the Furious Flower Poetry Center, dedicated in 
1999 and located in Cardinal House on the JMU campus. 

In 2004 Furious Flower marked the tenth anniversary of the first conference with a 
second: Furious Flower: Regenerating the Black Poetic Tradition. Honoring poets of the Black 
Arts Movement, this conference assessed the legacy of African American poets whose careers 
began in the 1960s. Dedicated to Amiri Baraka and Sonia Sanchez, the conference featured 
readings by Lucille Clifton, Marilyn Nelson, and Eugene Redmond. Again, it attracted 
impressive crowds. 

Both conferences resulted in video anthologies featuring leading writers reading and 
discussing their poetry. These valuable reference works, distributed by California Newsreel, 
offer intimate portraits of some of the most important poets of this century. The producer 
was Judith McCray of Juneteenth Productions, and the director was John Hodges, technology 
manager in the School of Media Arts and Design at JMU. 

In addition Joanne Gabbin, conference organizer and executive director of the Furi-
ous Flower Poetry Center, edited a collection of essays and conversations titled The Furious 

“This is the proper moment to look 
back—after the first decade of 

the twenty-first century has given us the 
illusion of distance, after we reconciled 
ourselves to owning this scary new 
millennium by looking forward before 
we’ve begun to forget. The past is never 
more truly the past than now.”

 •  R I TA DOVE  |  I N TRODUCT ION  TO  THE  P ENGU IN 

ANTHOLOGY O F  20TH  C ENTURY AMER ICAN  POE TRY
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Flowering of African American Poetry and an anthology titled Furious Flower: African American 
Poetry from the Black Arts Movement to the Present. Outstanding critics such as Houston Baker, 
Lorenzo Thomas, and Kalamu ya Salaam commended the collection, which is a significant 
contribution to the curriculum needed to teach critical and cultural perspectives of African 
American poetry. 

Furious Flower has a history of creating and implementing visionary programs.  Since 
1999, it has celebrated major black writers and debuted works in more than 50 public pro-
grams. In 2010 Joanne Gabbin and Nikki Giovanni hosted a celebration of Lucille Clifton 
called “73 Poems for 73 Years,” which featured poets from across the nation reading Clifton’s 
work and reflecting on her legacy. In 2012 Furious Flower partnered with Virginia Tech, 
Maya Angelou, and Nikki Giovanni to present “Sheer Good Fortune: Celebrating Toni Mor-
rison.” More than 4,000 attended, and a live feed, archive footage, and a documentary made 
it accessible to thousands more. 

This year marks the twentieth anniversary since James Madison University made history 
by hosting the first national conference dedicated to African American poetry. This event 
looks to the future of the genre by honoring the diversity within black voices and examining 
new avenues of artistic and critical inquiry. The conference seeks to encourage innovation by 
providing a serious venue for emerging poets of color while honoring literary trailblazers who 
have shaped the field. 

2014 FURIOUS FLOWER: SEEDING THE FUTURE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN POETRY

The conference examines the significance and development of black poetic expression over 
the last century, assesses the current conversations and controversies in the field, and sug-
gests new avenues of inquiry for the next 25 years. The conference also considers the impact 
of African American poetry on poets and scholars around the world, with an emphasis on 
emerging voices. Marking the twentieth year since our historic 1994 conference, this confer-
ence asks what’s next for black poetic expression. 

INTERPRETIVE APPROACHES

The Black Avant-Garde. Poets and scholars discuss how poets have made homes for them-
selves under the banners of “experimental” writing and “black” writing while confronting 
questions about authenticity and allegiance.

Diaspora Poetry: Black Poetry Crossing, Expanding, and Challenging Borders. Distin-
guished scholars talk about poetry as a cultural and imaginative force uniting members of the 
African diaspora.  They discuss how globalization and technology are upsetting definitions of 
race and opening avenues for cultural exchange.

Going Too Far: Queer Poetics Distraction from Race and Class. The panel responds to 
comments by poet Ishmael Reed that the gay movement is a “middle-class” movement that 
distracts from the “real issues” affecting the black community.  Scholars and poets discuss 
how the voices of black writers challenge cultural mythologies and stereotypes of sexuality and 
gender.
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About the Organizer

J
oanne Veal Gabbin is Executive Director of the Furious 
Flower Poetry Center and Professor of English at James 
Madison University. She is the author of Sterling A. 
Brown: Building the Black Aesthetic Tradition, which was 

published in a new edition by the University Press of Virginia 
in 1994. She edited The Furious Flowering of African American 
Poetry and Furious Flower: African American Poetry from the Black 
Arts Movement to the Present, and she wrote a children’s book, 
I Bet She Called Me Sugar Plum. Gabbin has published essays 
in Wild Women in the Whirlwind, edited by Joanne M. Braxton 
and Andree Nicola McLaughlin, and Southern Women Writers: 
The New Generation, edited by Tonette Bond Inge. Her articles 
have also appeared in The Dictionary of Literary Biography, the 
Zora Neale Hurston Forum, The Oxford Companion to Women’s 
Writing, the Langston Hughes Journal, Callaloo, The Oxford Companion to African American Liter-
ature, and Black Books Bulletin. As director of the Furious Flower Poetry Center, Gabbin has 
organized three international conferences for the critical exploration of African American 
poetry and produced two Furious Flower video and DVD series. She is also the founder and 
organizer of the Wintergreen Women Writers’ Collective. Her latest publication is Shaping 
Memories: Reflections of African American Women Writers, a collection of short essays by mem-
bers of the Wintergreen Women Writers’ Collective on pivotal moments in their lives.
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Writer and teacher Elizabeth Alexander has published six books 
of poems, including her most recent title, Crave Radiance: New and 
Selected Poems 1990–2010 (2010 Paterson Prize for Poetry). In 2009, 
she composed and delivered “Praise Song for the Day” for the first 
inauguration of President Barack Obama.  Her poems are included in 
dozens of collections and have been translated into several languages. 
Currently at Yale University, Alexander  has taught for more than 
twenty years at colleges and in poetry communities such as the Cave 
Canem poetry workshop, which she helped establish. 

Remica L. Bingham-Risher is a Cave Canem fellow and a member 
of the Affrilachian Poets. Her first book, Conversion, won the Naomi 
Long Madgett Poetry Award. Her second book, What We Ask of Flesh, 
was published by Etruscan Press in 2013. She is the Director of Writ-
ing and Faculty Development at Old Dominion University. Photo by 
Rachel Eliza Griffiths.

John H. Bracey, Jr. has taught in the W. E. B. Du Bois Department 
of Afro-American Studies at the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
since 1972. During the 1960s, he was active in the Civil Rights, Black 
Liberation, and other radical movements in Chicago. His publications 
include several co-edited volumes, including most recently African 
American Mosaic: A Documentary History from the Slave Trade to the 
Present. 

Jericho Brown is the recipient of fellowships from the Radcliffe 
Institute at Harvard University and the National Endowment for the 
Arts. His poems have appeared in The Nation, The New Yorker, The 
New Republic, and The Best American Poetry. His first book, Please, won 
the American Book Award. The New Testament was recently published 
by Copper Canyon Press.  He is an assistant professor at Emory 
University in Atlanta.

Daryl Cumber Dance is a much-lauded professor at the University 
of Richmond and the author of numerous works including Shuckin’ 
and Jivin’ and Long Gone. Her most recent anthology is From My People: 
400 Years of African American Folklore, which won the 2004 Storytelling 
World Award and was selected as one of Booklist’s “Top 10 African 
American Nonfiction Books” in 2001. She has also served as the 
Advisory Editor of Black American Literary Forum since 1978, and as the 
Editorial Advisor of the Journal of West Indian Literature since 1986.

E L I Z A B E T H  A L E X A N D E R
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Kwame Dawes is the author of sixteen collections of poetry, including 
Duppy Conqueror, Wheels, Back of Mount Peace, and Hope’s Hospice. He 
has also published two novels, Bivouac and She’s Gone, winner of the 
2008 Hurston/Wright Legacy Award for Best First Novel.  Until 
2011, Dawes was Distinguished Poet-in-Residence, Louis Frye Scudder 
Professor of Liberal Arts, and executive director of the South Caro-
lina Poetry Initiative, which he founded. He is Chancellor Professor 
of English and the Glenne Luschel Editor of Prairie Schooner at the 
University of Nebraska.  

Toi Derricotte’s most recent book is The Undertaker’s Daughter. Her 
honors include the 2012 Paterson Poetry Prize for Sustained Literary 
Achievement and the 2012 PEN/Voelcker Award for Poetry. Her 
poems have appeared in The New Yorker, American Poetry Review, and 
The Paris Review. She co-founded Cave Canem with Cornelius Eady in 
1996. Photo by Lynda Koolish.

Rita Dove is a former U.S. Poet Laureate (1993–1995) and recipient of 
the 1987 Pulitzer Prize in poetry for Thomas and Beulah. The author of 
nine poetry collections, most recently Sonata Mulattica and American 
Smooth, she also edited The Penguin Anthology of Twentieth-Century Amer-
ican Poetry. Dove’s numerous honors include the 1996 National Hu-
manities Medal from President Clinton and the 2011 National Medal 
of Arts from President Obama. Rita Dove is Commonwealth Professor 
of English at the University of Virginia. Photo by Fred Viebahn.

Camille T. Dungy is the author of Smith Blue, Suck on the Marrow, and 
What to Eat, What to Drink, What to Leave for Poison. She edited Black 
Nature: Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry, and co-edited 
From the Fishouse: An Anthology of Poems That Sing, Rhyme, Resound, 
Syncopate, Alliterate, and Just Plain Sound Great. Her honors include an 
American Book Award, two Northern California Book Awards, a Cal-
ifornia Book Award silver medal, and a fellowship from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Dungy is currently a professor in the English 
department at Colorado State University.

Cornelius Eady is the author of eight books of poetry, including 
Hardheaded Weather: New and Selected Poems and Brutal Imagination, 
a finalist for the 2001 National Book Award. Eady’s work in theater 
includes “Running Man,” which was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
in Drama in 1999. His play Brutal Imagination won Newsday’s Oppen-
heimer ward in 2002. In 1996 Eady co-founded Cave Canem with Toi 
Derricotte. Eady is currently a professor at the University of Missouri. 
Photo by Lynda Koolish.
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T H O M A S  S AY E R S  E L L I S

Thomas Sayers Ellis is the author of two full-length poetry collec-
tions including The Maverick Room, for which he received a Whiting 
Writers’ Award and the 2006 John C. Zacharis First Book Award. His 
book Breakfast and Blackfist: Notes for Black Poets is forthcoming from 
the University of Michigan Press. In 1988 Ellis co-founded The Dark 
Room Collective. Ellis is a contributing editor to Callaloo and Poets & 
Writers.

Nikki Giovanni is a world-renowned poet, writer, commentator, 
activist, and educator. Her autobiography Gemini was a finalist for the 
National Book Award. The recipient of some 25 honorary degrees, 
Giovanni was the first recipient of the Rosa L. Parks Woman of 
Courage Award and was also awarded the Langston Hughes Medal for 
poetry. Giovanni is a University Distinguished Professor at Virginia 
Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. Photo by Logan Wallace.

Aracelis Girmay is the author of the poetry collections Teeth and 
Kingdom Animalia. Teeth was awarded the GLCA New Writers Award 
and Kingdom Animalia won the Isabella Gardner Poetry Award and was 
a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award. Girmay is also 
the author of the collage-based picture book changing, changing. She 
is on the faculty of Hampshire College’s School for Interdisciplinary 
Arts, and she teaches poetry in Drew University’s low-residency MFA 
program. Photo by Kalamzoo Poetry Festival.

C. S. Giscombe teaches creative writing at the University of 
California, Berkeley. He is the author of six books of poetry, including 
Prairie Style, which won the 2008 American Book Award. He received 
the Stephen E. Henderson Prize in Poetry from the African American 
Literature and Culture Society and Carl Sandburg Prize given by 
the Chicago Public Library, as well as fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Fund for Poetry, and the Council for the 
International Exchange of Scholars. 

Lorna Goodison is one of the Caribbean’s most distinguished con-
temporary poets. Her work appears in the Norton Anthology of World 
Masterpieces, and her many honors include the Commonwealth Poetry 
Prize, Americas Region. She is the author of numerous books of 
poetry, most recently Travelling Mercies and Turn Thanks: Poems, as well 
as two collections of short stories. Translated into many languages, her 
work is widely published and anthologized.

LO R N A G O O D I S O N
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Michael S. Harper is professor emeritus of English at Brown Univer-
sity, where he has taught since 1970. He is the first Poet Laureate of 
the State of Rhode Island.  He has written 15 books of poetry, two of 
which were nominated for the National Book Award (1970, 1977). In 
1990 he received the Robert Hayden Poetry Award from the United 
Negro College Fund. Other awards include the George Kent Poetry 
Award (1996), and the Claiborne Pell Award for excellence in the arts 
(1997).

Duriel E. Harris is the author of Drag and Amnesiac, and the poetry 
video Speleology. Co-founder of The Black Took Collective and poetry 
editor for Obsidian, Harris holds degrees from Yale and New York Uni-
versity, and a PhD from the University of Illinois. A MacDowell and 
Millay Colony fellow, Harris has received grants from the Illinois Arts 
Council, the Cave Canem Foundation, and the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund. Current projects include the sound compilation “Black Magic” 
and Thingification, a one-woman show. Photo by Gina Sandrzyk.

Major Jackson is the author of three collections of poetry: Holding 
Company; Hoops; and Leaving Saturn. He is the editor of Countee Cullen: 
Collected Poems. He is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, a 
Pushcart Prize, and a Whiting Writers’ Award. He is the Richard 
Dennis Green and Gold Professor at University of Vermont, and he 
serves as the poetry editor of the Harvard Review.

Tyehimba Jess is the author of leadbelly, which was a winner of the 
2004 National Poetry Series, and African American Pride: Celebrating 
Our Achievements, Contributions, and Enduring Legacy. He is a former 
artist-in-residence with Cave Canem. His various awards include a 
Whiting Writers’ Award, a Chicago Sun-Times Poetry Award, and 
a Gwendolyn Brooks Open Mic Poetry Award. Tyehimba Jess is 
Assistant Professor of English at College of Staten Island. Photo by 
Keliy Anderson-Staley.

Meta DuEwa Jones is Associate Professor of English at Howard 
University. She earned her bachelor’s in English from Princeton and 
her master’s and doctoral degrees in English from Stanford University. 
Her book The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry From the Harlem Renaissance to 
Spoken Word highlights the intersections of race, gender, and sexuality 
within the jazz tradition and its legacy in hip hop. It recently received 
honorable mention for the William Sanders Scarborough Prize from 
the Modern Language Association.

D U R I E L  E .  H A R R I S
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Patricia Spears Jones is an award-winning author of three collec-
tions, most recently Painkiller; four chapbooks including Living in the 
Love Economy; and two plays commissioned and produced by Mabou 
Mines. Editor of Think: Poems for Aretha Franklin’s Inauguration Day and 
Ordinary Women: An Anthology of Poetry by New York City Women, Jones 
is a contributing editor to Bomb Magazine. She is a Senior Fellow at the 
Black Earth Institute, a progressive think tank. She teaches at The City 
University of New York. Photo by Thomas Sayers Ellis.

A. Van Jordan is the author of four collections, most recently The 
Cineaste. Jordan’s honors include a Whiting Writers’ Award, an 
Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, and a Pushcart Prize. Jordan currently 
serves as a professor in the Department of English at the University of 
Michigan, teaches in the MFA Program for Writers at Warren Wilson 
College, and is the Henry Rutgers Presidential Professor at Rutgers 
University, Newark.

Poet/performer/librettist Douglas Kearney’s second, full-length 
collection of poetry The Black Automaton was Catherine Wagner’s 
selection for the National Poetry Series. Red Hen Press published 
Kearney’s third collection, Patter, in 2014. He has received fellowships 
at Cave Canem and Idyllwild, among others. He teaches at California 
Institute for the Arts, where he received his MFA in writing. Photo by 
Eric Plattner.

Yusef Komunyakaa is the author of several poetry collections, includ-
ing Neon Vernacular: New and Selected Poems, which was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize and Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award in 1994, and The Cha-
meleon Couch, which was a finalist for the 2011 National Book Critics 
Circle Award. Other honors include the William Faulkner Prize from 
the Universite Rennes, the Thomas Forcade Award, the Hanes Poetry 
Prize, and the Bronze Star for his service in Vietnam, where he served 
as a correspondent and managing editor of the Southern Cross.

Dawn Lundy Martin is the author of A Gathering of Matter / A Matter 
of Gathering which was selected for the 2007 Cave Canem Poetry 
Prize. Discipline won the 2009 Nightboat Books Poetry Prize and was 
a finalist for both the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the Lambda 
Literary Award. In 2004, she co-edited, with Vivien Labaton, The Fire 
This Time: Young Activists and New Feminism. Martin is a co-founder of 
both the Third Wave Foundation in New York and the Black Took 
Collective.
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Haki Madhubuti was a prominent figure throughout the Black Arts 
Movement. He has published several collections of poetry, including 
Think Black, Black Pride, We Walk the Way of the World, Direction Score: 
Selected and New Poems, Book of Life, and Don’t Cry, Scream. In addition 
Madhubuti also published a collection of critical essays entitled Dyna-
mite Voices: Black Poets of the 1960s. Madhubuti continues to write and 
is the founder and editor of Third World Press in Chicago.

Mark McMorris is the author of Entrepôt. The Blaze of the Poui was a 
finalist for the Lenore Marshall Prize, and The Black Reeds won the 
Contemporary Poetry Series prize from the University of Georgia 
Press. From 2006 to 2009, he was director of the Lannan Center for 
Poetics and Social Practice at Georgetown University, where he is 
currently a professor in the Department of English.

Tony Medina is Professor of Creative Writing at Howard University. 
Two-time winner of the Paterson Prize for Books for Young People for 
DeShawn Days and I and I, Bob Marley, he is the author of a number 
of books for adults and young people, including, most recently, The 
President Looks Like Me & Other Poems and Broke Baroque, which was 
a finalist for the Julie Suk Book Award. He recently received the 
Langston Hughes Society Award.  

A recipient of fellowships to the Prague Summer Writing Institute, 
Cave Canem, and the Vermont Studio Center, Kamilah Aisha Moon 
has published work in the Harvard Review, jubilat, Callaloo, The Ringing 
Ear, and Gathering Ground. A Pushcart Prize winner and finalist for the 
Lambda Literary Award and the Audre Lorde Award from the Pub-
lishing Triangle, Moon is the author of She Has a Name and holds an 
MFA from Sarah Lawrence College.

jessica Care moore is the CEO of Moore Black Press, executive pro-
ducer of Black WOMEN Rock!, and founder of the literacy-driven Jess 
Care Moore Foundation.  An internationally renowned poet, play-
wright, performance artist, and producer, she is the 2013 Alain Locke 
Award Recipient from the Detroit Institute of Arts. Her most recent 
poetry collection is God is Not an American. Photo by Moses Mitchell.
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Marilyn Nelson’s books include The Homeplace, The Fields of Praise, 
Carver, Fortune’s Bones, The Freedom Business, A Wreath for Emmett Till, 
Faster than Light, and How I Discovered Poetry. The 2012 recipient of 
the Robert Frost Medal, she was Poet Laureate of Connecticut for 
five years. She is a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and 
Poet-in-Residence of The Poets Corner at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine. Photo by Frank Funk.

Aldon Lynn Nielsen is the George and Barbara Kelly Professor of 
American Literature at Pennsylvania State University. The first winner 
of the Larry Neal Award for poetry, he has published seven volumes of 
verse, most recently Mantic Semantic and A Brand New Beggar. His book 
Reading Race won the SAMLA Studies Prize, a Myers Citation, and the 
Kayden Award for best book in the humanities. Nielsen’s edition of 
Don’t Deny My Name: Words and Music and the Black Intellectual Tradition 
by Lorenzo Thomas won an American Book Award.

Mendi Lewis Obadike makes literature, art, and music. She is the 
author of Armor and Flesh: Poems and, with Keith Obadike, Phonotype, 
Four Electric Ghosts, and Big House / Disclosure. They have also released 
two albums together, The Sour Thunder and Crosstalk, and exhibited 
and performed at the Studio Museum in Harlem, the Museum of 
Modern Art, and the Whitney Museum, among other institutions. 
Obadike is Assistant Professor of Humanities and Media Studies at 
Pratt Institute.

2005 Louisiana Poet Laureate Brenda Marie Osbey is the author of 
poetry and prose nonfiction in English and French. Her books include 
History and Other Poems and All Saints: New and Selected Poems, which 
received the 1998 American Book Award. For more than 25 years she 
has researched and recorded the history of the Faubourg Tremé, a 
community founded by free Blacks in New Orleans. Osbey is currently 
Distinguished Visiting Professor of Africana Studies at Brown Univer-
sity.

Lauri Ramey is director of the Center for Contemporary Poetry and 
Poetics and Professor of Creative Writing, African American Literature 
and Culture, and American Studies at California State University, Los 
Angeles. Her books include Slave Songs and the Birth of African American 
Poetry, The Heritage Series of Black Poetry, 1962–1975, Every Goodbye Ain’t 
Gone and What I Say (both with Aldon Lynn Nielsen) and Black British 
Writing (with R. Victoria Arana). 

M E N D I  L E W I S  O B A D I K E

M A R I LY N  N E L S O N

A L D O N  LY N N  N I E L S E N

B R E N D A M A R I E  O S B E Y

L A U R I  R A M E Y



E V I E  S H O C K L E Y

G I O VA N N I  S I N G L E T O N

26  |   The Furious Flower PoeTry CenTer  at James madison Universit y

Biographies

Eugene B. Redmond is the author/editor of 25 volumes of poetry, 
collections of diverse writings, and plays for stage and TV. He was 
the 1976 Poet Laureate of East St. Louis. His honors include an NEA 
Creative Writing Fellowship, an Outstanding Faculty Research Award, 
a Pushcart Prize: Best of the Small Presses, an American Book Award 
for The Eye in the Ceiling, and the St. Louis American Foundation’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Ishmael Reed is the author of ten novels, seven plays, six books of 
poetry, ten books of essays, and editor of thirteen anthologies. He 
has received prizes and awards in all of these categories. He is also 
a songwriter whose work has been recorded by Macy Gray, Gregory 
Porter, Cassandra Wilson, and Taj Mahal, among others. His most 
recently published poetry collection is Ishmael Reed:  New and Collected 
Poems, 1964–2007. Photo by Tennessee Reed.

Sonia Sanchez is the author of more than 20 books, most recently 
Morning Haiku. She has received numerous awards, including those 
from the National Edowment for the Arts, the National Black Caucus 
of State Legislators, and the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom. She is also a winner of the 1985 American Book Award 
for Homegirls and Handgrenades, and received a Pew Fellowship in the 
Arts for 1992–1993, and the Langston Hughes Poetry Award for 1999. 
Does Your House Have Lions? was a finalist for the National Book Critics 
Circle Award. In December 2011, Sonia Sanchez became Philadel-
phia’s first Poet Laureate, with mayor Michael Nutter calling her “the 
longtime conscience of the city.”

Evie Shockley is an associate professor of English at Rutgers Universi-
ty. She is the author of Renegade Poetics: Black Aesthetics and Formal In-
novation in African American Poetry, a critical study, as well as two books 
of poetry, including the new black, winner of the 2012 Hurston/Wright 
Legacy Award in Poetry. Her honors include the 2012 Holmes Nation-
al Poetry Prize, fellowships from the American Council of Learned 
Societies and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. 
She is the creative editor in the Feminist Studies editorial collective. 

giovanni singleton is founding editor of nocturnes (re)view of the 
literary arts, a journal committed to experimental work of the African 
diaspora. Her debut poetry collection Ascension received the 81st  
California Book Award Gold Medal. She was selected for the Poetry 
Society of America’s biennial New American Series. singleton has 
taught poetry at Saint Mary’s College, Naropa University, and 
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. She coordinates Lunch 
Poems, the monthly poetry reading series at UC-Berkeley under the 
direction of Robert Hass.
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James Smethurst is a professor of Afro-American Studies at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. He is the author of The New 
Red Negro, The Black Arts Movement, and The African American Roots of 
Modernism. He co-edited Left of the Color Line, Radicalism in the South 
Since Reconstruction, and SOS—Calling All Black People: A Black Arts 
Reader.

Patricia Smith’s six books include Shoulda Been Jimi Savannah, winner 
of the 2013 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize from the Academy of 
American Poets, and Blood Dazzler, a finalist for the National Book 
Award. Her work has appeared in Poetry, The Paris Review, Best American 
Poetry, Best American Essays, and Best American Mystery Stories. A 2014 
Guggenheim fellow, Smith teaches at the College of Staten Island and 
in the MFA program at Sierra Nevada College. Photo by Rachel Eliza 
Griffiths.

Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie’s first poetry collection Karma’s Footsteps 
was published in 2011. She is poetry editor of African Voices. Her 
work is the subject of the film I Leave My Colors Everywhere. Widely 
published in anthologies and journals including North American 
Review, Specter Magazine, Bomb, Crab Orchard Review, Oya N’Soro, and 
Listen Up!, Tallie has taught at Medgar Evers College and York College 
(CUNY). She records with The Quiet Onez. Photo by Dominique 
Sindayiganza.

Samantha Thornhill is a poet, author, and educator from Trinidad 
and Tobago. Since she arrived in New York City more than a decade 
ago, she has taught poetry to actors, nonfiction seminars to high 
school youth at the Bronx Academy of Letters, and  creative writing 
workshops to senior citizens for Poets & Writers Inc. She is currently 
at work on her debut poetry collection, a third children’s book, and a 
documentary film.  She is the founding curator of Poets in Unexpect-
ed Places. 

Quincy Troupe is an award-winning poet, best-selling author, editor, 
and professor emeritus of the University of California, San Diego. 
He has published 19 books. His most recent book is Earl the Pearl: My 
Story; his most recent book of poetry is Errançities. Troupe edits Black 
Renaissance Noire. Among his awards and distinctions are the 2007 
Paterson Award for Sustained Literary Achievement, two American 
Book Awards,  and several lifetime achievement awards. Photo by 
Jerry Jack.

M A R I A H A D E S S A E K E R E  TA L L I E

J A M E S  S M E T H U R S T

PAT R I C I A S M I T H

S A M A N T H A T H O R N H I L L

Q U I N CY T R O U P E



L .  L A M A R  W I L S O N

28  |   The Furious Flower PoeTry CenTer  at James madison Universit y

Biographies

Frank X Walker is a founding member of the Affrilachian Poets, edi-
tor of America! What’s My Name?, The “Other” Poets Unfurl the Flag, and 
Eclipsing a Nappy New Millennium; author of four poetry collections; 
and the winner of the 35th Annual Lillian Smith Book Award. His 
poetry collection Affrilachia was a Kentucky Public Librarians’ Choice 
Award nominee. Walker currently serves as an associate professor in 
the Department of English at the University of Kentucky and is the 
editor and publisher of pluck! The Journal of Affrilachian Art & Culture. 
Photo by Rachel Eliza Griffiths.  

Afaa Michael Weaver’s twelfth collection of poetry, The Government of 
Nature, won the 2014 Kingsley Tufts Award.  His other honors include 
three Pushcarts, a Fulbright, a Pew fellowship, a National Endowment 
for the Arts award, and the May Sarton Award.  In playwriting he was 
awarded the PDI award from ETA Creative Arts Foundation.  His new 
collection City of Eternal Spring is due from the University of Pitts-
burgh Press in September. Weaver teaches at Simmons College and in 
the Drew University MFA program. Photo by Catherine Laine.

Tyrone Williams teaches literature and theory at Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. He is the author of five books of poetry, including 
On Spec, The Hero Project of the Century, Adventures of Pi, and Howell.  
He is also the author of several chapbooks, including a prose eulogy, 
Pink Tie. 

L. Lamar Wilson’s first collection, Sacreligion, was selected by Lee Ann 
Brown for the Carolina Wren Press Poetry Series. His poems have 
been nominated for the Pushcart Prize and won the 2011 Beau Bou-
dreaux Poetry Prize. Wilson has received fellowships from the Cave 
Canem Foundation, the Callaloo workshops, the Alfred E. Knobler 
Scholarship Fund, and the Arts and Sciences Foundation at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Photo by Rachel Eliza Griffiths.
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“You are what you read, the ideas accepted and realized.”
- Haki R. Madhubuti

773-651-0700  •  twpress3@aol.com
www.thirdworldpressbooks.com
Distributed by Ingram Publishing Services
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$34.95 paper, 640 pp., ISBN 978-1-62534-031-3

university of massachusetts press
Amherst & Boston    To order visit www.umass.edu/umpress, call 800-537-5487, or visit your local bookstore

massachusettsneW from

SOS––Calling All Black People
A Black Arts Movement Reader
EdiTEd By John H. Bracey Jr., Sonia Sanchez,  
and James Smethurst

A lAndmArk AnthOlOgy Of reAdingS  
frOm the BlACk ArtS mOvement

“This book will add immeasurably to our ability to understand  
and teach a crucial aspect of modern African American and  
American literary history.”—Arnold Rampersad

“[SOS] has the potential to be an amazing teaching and research  
tool. . . . The introduction alone provides an invaluable account  
of the cultural output, impact, and legacy of the Black Arts  
Movement for scholars and students.”—Amy Abugo Ongiri

JoHn H. BRAcEy JR. is professor of Afro-American studies at  
the University of Massachusetts Amherst. SoniA SAncHEz,  
poet and playwright, is professor emerita of English at Temple  
University. JAMES SMETHuRST is professor of Afro-American  
studies at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.

On the occas ion of  the  2014 Fur ious  Flower  Poetr y  Conference 

Cave Canem applauds Furious Flower for
 20 years of  celebrating  African American poets and poetry!

Join us in honoring Cave Canem poets awarded the Furious Flower Lifetime Achievement Award

Toi Derricotte 
Co-Founder

Yusef Komunyakaa 
Faculty Member

Marilyn Nelson 
Elder

Founded in 1996 by poets Toi Derricotte and Cornelius Eady to remedy the under-representation of African 
American poets in writing workshops and MFA programs, Cave Canem is a home for the  many voices of 
African American poetry and is committed to cultivating the artistic and professional growth of African 
American poets. The organization has grown from an initial gathering of 26 to become an 
influential movement with a renowned faculty and high-achieving national fellowship of 379. 

20 JAY STREET, SUITE 310-A, BROOKLYN, NY 11201  •  718.858.0000
www.cavecanempoets.org
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“Nikki GiovaNNi 

has long been a 
force for literary 

exuberance 
and social 

responsibility.”* 
 

Pick up one of Nikki’s beautiful collections and 
discover one of America’s most celebrated artists.

 

*Booklist
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  Imagine you wake up 
with a second chance:     
        The blue jay         

hawks his pretty wares          

and the oak still stands,            
spreading glorious shade.   
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WILLOW BOOKS
The Literary Division of Aquarius Press

Sponsor of the Willow Books Literature Awards 
www.WillowLit.net

Congrats to Our Presenters!
“Publishing Visionaries: Willow Books & 
the Future of African American Publishing”

Randall Horton
Reginald Flood
Derrick Harriell

Kelly Norman Ellis
Curtis L. Crisler

Adrienne Christian
and to

Cedric Tillman, 2014 Emerging Poets 
& Writers Fund Recipient

Second Line Home
New Orleans Poems

Mona Lisa Saloy
$16.95 pb  9781612481005  •  $9.99 eb  9781612481012

In this celebration of life in death, Mona Lisa Saloy captures the sol-
emn grief, ongoing struggle, and joyous processions of New Orleans 
after the devastation left by Hurricane Katrina. She knows the music 
of the neighborhood spoken and sung in affirmation of what is genu-
ine and hopeful, as well as the despair of destruction that nature and 
politics heaped upon The Crescent City. Saloy’s details of down-home 
activities and use of local expressions convey the many cultures and 
voices of this unique place. In this ode to New Orleans there is joy 
and hope, and a passionate call to join the resilient Second Line.

“In Second Line, poet Mona Lisa Saloy captures the spirit and cadence of New 
Orleans. The book is at once a haunting poetic narrative of the horror of Hurricane Katrina and an up-
lifting, healing song of personal and collective resilience.… Saloy’s artistry is particularly evident in her 
use of metaphors: “Broke his heart in half like a walnut split down the middle.” And she seasons her 
aesthetic with Creole vernacularisms such as hucklebucks (frozen drinks) and meliton ( (mirliton ). And 
naturally, there is the inevitable remix of pulsating music for which the city is famous: Johnny Adams, 
Fats Domino, and Alan Toussaint. This is a collection of poems that must be read!” —Tony Bolden

ANY BOOK  •  ANY TIME  •  15% DISCOUNT & FREE SHIPPING  •  tsup.truman.edu

100 E. Normal Ave.  •  Kirksville, MO 63501  •  (660) 785-7336  •  Fax (660) 785-4480

tsup.truman.edu
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The NYU Creative Writing Program

congratulates senior faculty member 

Yusef Komunyakaa 

Recipient of the Furious Flower Poetry  

Center Lifetime Achievement Award

NYU CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM
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T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  M F A  P r o g r a m ,  
W i n n e r  o f  t h e  G r a d u at e  S c h o o l ’ s  2 0 1 4  D i v e r s i t y  A w a r d

Kiese Laymon and Mary Miller join MFA faculty Beth Ann 
Fennelly (director), Chiyuma Elliot, Ann Fisher-Wirth, Tom 
Franklin, Derrick Harriell, Chris Offutt, Jack Pendarvis, and 
Gary Short. Richard Ford, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, 
will teach a short Master class in the spring. 

With inspired faculty, a strong and supportive program, full 
funding for all graduate students, and a location smack in the 
middle of the South’s most literary town, Oxford, it’s no wonder 
the University of Mississippi was named one of The Atlantic 
Monthly’s “Top Five Up-and-Coming Programs” and ranked 
among Poets & Writers magazine’s “Top 50” MFA programs.

Fennelly Elliot Franklin Offutt Pendarvis Short Smith Ford

EnglishDEPARTMENT OF 

Visit mfaenglish.olemiss.edu  

to learn about our new  

admissions policy: there  

is no initial application fee! 

Mary  
  Miller
   2014–2015  
   John and Renée Grisham
      Writer in Residence

Ann  
Fisher-Wirth

  Winner of the 2014  
          Elsie M. Hood                      
           Outstanding  
         Teacher Award

   Derrick  
     Harriell
             Winner of the 2014      
              Mississippi Arts  
               and Letters Award  
                 for Poetry

   Kiese  
Laymon

                 2015–2016  
                     John and  
               Renée Grisham
           Writer in Residence



“We are each other’s harvest; we are each other’s business; 
we are each other’s magnitude and bond.” 

•  GWENDOLYN BROOKS

Dedicated to the memory of these poets whose spirit lives on: 

Ai         

Margaret Walker Alexander

Maya Angelou  

Alvin Aubert

Amiri Baraka

Gwendolyn Brooks

Lucille Clifton

Wanda Coleman 

Jayne Cortez

June Jordan

Raymond Patterson

Lorenzo Thomas   

Sherley Anne Williams

And to Rita Dove, who has sharpened love in the service of myth.

“Fact is, the invention of women under siege 
has been to sharpen love in the service of myth.
If you can’t be free, be a mystery.”

    •  R I TA DOVE

Dedication

Edited by Karen Risch Mott and Elizabeth Hoover
Program design by RobertMottDesigns.com

Logo by Sang Yoon
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