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Debate Across the Curriculum at 
James Madison University

Today

Participants will make progress towards:
• Identifying ways in which incorporating debate in the 

classroom and other learning spaces can add rigor and 
innovation, and

• Creating classroom activities and assessments that engage 
students in debate as part of a coherent pedagogical 
approach. 
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Course Design Framework

Coursework

Learning Objectives

Assessment

L. Dee Fink’s Creating Significant Learning Experiences

Learning Objectives

Critical Thinking
Argumentation
Public Speaking
Advocacy 
Information Literacy
Teamwork

Research
Writing Research Briefs
Civic Engagement
Empathy
Cultural Acceptance
Content Expertise
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Coursework

Lectures
Written exercises
In-class debates
Role-playing exercises
Student teaching

Simulations
Podcasts
Video debates
Community engagement
Blog posts

Assessments

Papers
Exams
Peer review
Ballots
Bibliographies
Reflection
Portfolios

Pre/post: knowledge 
civic attitudes
public speaking
written communication
perspective taking
information literacy
argumentation
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Debate Across Curriculum Impact
The debate or argumentation activities 
(n=323):

Strongly agree/agree Neither agree/disagree Strongly disagree/disagree

added to my learning and understanding of 
the course.

66% 19% 16%

were helpful in understanding the concepts 
debated. 

73% 12% 14%

made the course more interesting and 
enriching.

50% 24% 17%

make me see the real-world relevance of 
the concepts better.

72% 18% 10%

will help me get a better grade in this 
course. 

46% 40% 14%

may not help be get a better grade but they 
helped me learn more about the course 
concepts.

57% 28% 14%

helped me improve my research skills. 62% 23% 15%

taught me to think more critically. 66% 23% 10%

helped me learn how to analyze a real-
world issue and how to draw meaningful 
conclusions.

73% 17% 10%

promoted collaborative learning. 80% 13% 7%

Course Design Approaches
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Learning Objective Examples

Demonstrate knowledge of controversial health issue from 
multiple perspectives

Identify, use and evaluate health information resources

Synthesize perspectives, information and relevant 
resources to make informed decisions

Demonstrate ability to advocate on behalf of one's self, their 
agency and/or a constituency

Compare and contrast approaches to research
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Coursework Examples

Fiscal Management Town Hall Advocacy 
& Decision-making Exercise

Each student will role-play as a key fiscal management stakeholder, advocating on behalf 
of a given position, and fiscal management decision-maker, reaching a decision on a 
controversial fiscal management issue. 

Participants: 
5 teams of two, each team represents a specific stakeholder
1 jury of ten decision-makers, representing the key decision maker

Coursework Examples

Fiscal Management Town Hall Advocacy 
& Decision-making Exercise

Format: One 2 hour 20 minute class session
25 minutes: each team of two will present their 5-minute case for/against 
10 minutes: the jury of decision makers will ask questions of the 5 teams
10 minutes: the 5 teams may take turns asking questions of each other 
and the jury
5 minutes: break – during which the 5 teams should work on last speech
10 minutes: each team of 2 will present their last 2-minute pitch to the jury

CLASS BREAK: 10-20 minutes? 

XYZ minutes: jury finishes deliberation, delivers and explains their 
decision
XYZ minutes: entire class discussion on the debate, decision and activity 
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Assessment Examples

Critical Pivot Points

Curricular alignment
Scaffolding
Class-time
Group selection
Format
Topic selection

Team collaboration
Audience role
Instructional needs
Grading
Scholarship opportunities
Reflection
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Resources
Debate Across Curriculum Faculty Associates

• Individual consultations
• Classroom lectures

Debate Across Curriculum Website
• Discipline specific scholarship
• Classroom examples

Communication Center
• Direct student support via consultations
• Faculty & course support via fellows

JMU Debate Team

Debate Across Curriculum Faculty Cohort


