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TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 
Transferable skills are skills 
learned within the classroom that 
are applicable across a wide 
range of industries and careers. 
These are skills that you can take 
with you from one job to another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY COURSES 
SOCI 110 (Global Social 
Problems) 
SOCI 140 (Microsociology) 
SOCI 200 (Theory) 
SOCI 231 (Social Statistics) 
SOCI 300 (Sociological Inquiry) 
SOCI 480 (Senior Seminar) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
For additional information about 
the JMU Sociology Program and 
how JMU Sociology prepares 
students for future careers, visit 
www.jmu.edu/socanth  
 
 

If you want to change the world, you need to know how the world 
works.  
 
Sociology is the scientific study of social life, social change, and the 
consequences of human behavior. As society becomes more complex, 
the ability to understand social dynamics becomes more important. 
Sociology provides a powerful vehicle through which students can 
acquire transferable skills that are in high demand across the 
workforce. 
 
JMU Sociology recognizes the challenges that students face when they 
enter the job market. To better help students articulate the value of 
their degree, we have identified a key set of transferable skills and 
mastery of important concepts that are highly marketable. These skills 
and concepts are emphasized and developed across the sociology 
curriculum. 
 
Core sociological concepts and skills:  

• Evidence-based arguments and complex problem solving  
• Data analysis and research design 
• Clear written and oral communication 
• Digital/Media literacy 
• Critical thinking 
• Understanding social institutions and their impact on individuals 
• Appreciating diversity and multicultural competence 
• Organizational skills and leadership 
• Group and team work 
• Applied knowledge 
• Understanding social problems 
• Summarizing and presenting information 
• Ethical judgement and decision-making 
• Integrity 
• The sociological imagination 
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